



 ‘Goat lady’ will rebuild

Home to meet new fire code standards and feature a sustainable design. Sprinklers and fire-retardant materials will be incorporated.
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Rosalind Russell, known as “the goat lady” in Laguna Beach, is moving quickly to replace her Top of the World ocean view home of 30 years, which was destroyed in an early morning fire Dec. 27.

She and a housemate escaped the blaze in their pajamas, along with her cat. Russell lost nearly all of her belongings, and those of her charity, R Star Ministries.

The fire burned with such intense heat that firefighters could not enter the home to quell the blaze. The fire was the second in a multistory “cliff-hanger” type home in Laguna Beach over the winter.

Russell has hired Robert A. McGraw Architect of Laguna Beach to provide architectural design services for the project. Turning the tragedy into an opportunity, McGraw is updating the house to be eco-friendly and fire-safe.

Her home will also provide an office for R Star Ministries, which in addition to aiding local charitable causes, gives women in rural Nepal villages a step out of poverty by supplying them with goats that can be used for commerce — hence the nickname “goat lady.”

In order to achieve Russell’s fire safety goals for her 3,500-square-foot home, McGraw is employing the latest fire-proofing techniques. Additionally, the home will meet the latest California Building Codes adopted Jan. 1.

The new codes incorporate various building requirements such as fire sprinklers throughout the structure and factory-treated fire retardant exterior building materials.

“The Russell home borders an ‘open space’ so all windows and exterior doors will need to be fire rated,” McGraw said. “Many of the exterior design details will be developed to prevent fire vortexes or accumulation.

“Although the design specifics for the Russell home are not yet completed, we are planning for a warm contemporary solution with open spaces complementing the incredible view of the hillsides and the ocean,” McGraw said. “The design will incorporate natural materials and will employ as much natural light as possible, while staying within the physical parameters of the existing structure’s footprint and height.”

Russell is also committed to building a sustainable home with energy efficient products and systems.

She installed solar in her home in 1982, but had some problems with it. Russell recycles, practices water and energy conservation and says that she has always been environmentally conscious.

“Now that I have the opportunity to rebuild, I am doing everything I can to design a home with a small carbon footprint,” explained Russell. “This is the best way to be responsible to our planet and it will save me money in the long run.”

The new home will feature a “green” design incorporating a variety of eco-friendly elements and building materials with recycled interior finishes and a durable sustainable exterior.

Russell and McGraw are also planning to incorporate energy efficient components into the home such as solar photovoltaics, LED lighting, advanced insulation and specialized water conservation and air conditioning and heating systems.

“The site constraints, sun, wind, shade and topography as well as solutions to capitalize on the incredible hillside and ocean views will determine the sustainable elements planned for the home,” said McGraw.

Russell has hired two other local Laguna Beach companies as part of the team to rebuild her home.

“Think globally but buy locally is my intention,” she said.

Bob Lawson of Lawson-Burke Structural Engineers is providing engineering services for the home and Ron May Contractors Inc. is the builder.

“I am thankful that Robert McGraw is providing me with much needed assistance on determining the home’s design,” Russell said. “He has also been helping to expedite the process so I can move back home as soon as possible and can concentrate on helping others through R Star Ministries.”

Construction on the home is scheduled to begin in the fall.

Robert A. McGraw Architects was founded in 1987 and the firm’s services include remodeling, historic restorations and original designs. A Laguna Beach resident, McGraw has served on the Heritage Committee, the Design Review Board of Adjustment of Laguna Beach and has functioned as the Architecture Advisory Consultant for Three Arch Bay. McGraw has won several awards for his design throughout Southern California.

R Star Ministries supports local and world-wide charitable causes aiming at creating a more peaceful world. R Star’s local ministries works with student interns from Laguna Beach High School, providing hands-on experience writing grants and conducting international charitable work. R Star’s other local efforts provide outreach to prison inmates and their families by conducting programs to encourage zero recidivism. The organization’s Purr Ministry aids shut-ins through animal-assisted therapy with felines providing companionship and therapeutic aid.

To learn more about R Star Ministries, e-mail rstar@pacbell.net or visit www.rstarministries.org.
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